




Help and hope when it’s needed most
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Passionately Pink for the Cure

Life became very complicated when Sheryl Luedtke’s breast cancer 
spread nearly four years after her diagnosis. Within months the 
54 year old was unable to work so she lost her job and with it - 
her insurance. 

The Arimidex prescription for the breast cancer that had cost her 
$35 a month would now be $370 a month, and the other bills just 
never stopped coming. “My jaw dropped when I learned what 
the cost would be,” Sheryl shared. “I had another year to go on 
the medication. This was such a strain on us financially.”

Then she learned about the Hope Fund at Wheaton Franciscan 
Healthcare - All Saints in Racine, which is funded in part by a 
$30,000 grant from the Milwaukee Affiliate of Susan G. Komen 
for the Cure. Designed to support those diagnosed with cancer, 
the Hope Fund will help to offset expenses not supported by 
existing benefit programs. The Hope Fund is now helping Sheryl 
with expenses such as utility bills, grocery and gas cards, and 
homeowners’ insurance up to $2,000. 

Individuals diagnosed with cancer are often forced to decide 
between taking time from work to receive the medical treatment 
they so desperately need and continuing to work to put food on 
the table. They may have to decide between paying the rent or 
mortgage, the utility bill or buying gas for the car and paying 
for their treatment. For many who teeter so close to the financial 
edge, the decision to “put family first” is often the decision made, 
thus foregoing or delaying treatment in order to meet living 
expenses. All Saints’ Hope Fund was established so no cancer 
patient has to make this type of decision.

Susan G. Komen for the Cure raises funds for national breast cancer 
research and programs in eight Southeast Wisconsin counties 
that provide education, screening and help during treatment for 
underserved women. The Komen Milwaukee Affiliate raises 
funds to provide breast cancer education, screening and access to 
treatment. Funds are also directed to breast cancer research. 

“I’d never had to ask for help before - I’d been working since I was 
16 – but without this program to help with those bills, I wouldn’t 
have been able to pay for my breast cancer medication,” Sheryl 
commented. Though she now has insurance through Medicaid, 
the Hope Fund has helped keep the Luedtkes financially afloat 
during rough financial challenges. 

Sheryl is currently receiving chemotherapy treatment four days a 
week and needs morphine for her pain. Still, she remains positive, 
“It’s heartening to know that there are people who don’t even 
know me but care enough to give.”
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Current, Past and Upcoming Events and Offers 

Current Local Events:

Mukwonago Fire Department

The Mukwonago Fire Department has started selling pink 
t-shirts to create breast cancer awareness. The shirts are sold for 
$12 each, and have “Mukwonago Firefighters Our Honor to 
Wear Pink” on the front and “Hope Strength Courage Faith 
Honor” on the back, along with the Mukwonago Fire/EMS logo. 
For more information, please visit www.mukwonagofire.org 
or call (262) 363-6426. 

Past Events:

Racquet for the Cure®

The Wisconsin Athletic Club in West Allis hosted the 4th 
Annual Racquet for the Cure on Saturday, October 3rd. Again 
this year, Tres Locos Mexican Restaurant in Muskego was 
the title sponsor. Along with their monetary donation, Tres 
Locos provided dinner at the event and also held a golf outing, 
donating the proceeds to the Racquet for the Cure. So far, this 
year’s Racquet for the Cure raised $22,195. In just four short 
years, this amazing event has raised over $64,000 for the Komen 
Milwaukee Affiliate. 

Many thanks to Tres Locos and the other generous sponsors – 
as well as the donors, players and volunteers who helped make 
this wonderful event continue to be such a success. For more 
information, please visit www.gmracquetforthecure.org. 

Upcoming Events:

Bucks Bowl for the Cure®

The 2010 Bucks Bowl for the Cure will be held on Friday, February 5, 
2010. The cost is $30 per bowler, and all bowlers will receive a 2010 
Bowl for the Cure t-shirt, gift bag, and two upper level Bucks tickets 
to the Bowl for the Cure night on March 3, 2010. More information, 
including the registration form, can be found on our website or by 
visiting http://nba.com/bucks/tickets/bowl.html. You may also 
contact Trish Rasberry at (414) 227-0835 or trasberry@bucks.com 
with any questions.

Yoplait Save Lids to Save Lives®

In addition to supporting the Komen Race for the Cure, Yoplait 
is celebrating their 11th year hosting the highly successful 
Save Lids to Save Lives program. For each pink lid mailed in 
by customers, Yoplait will donate 10 cents to Komen with a 
guaranteed donation of $500,000 up $1.5 million. All pink 
lids need to be sent in by December 31, 2009. For more 
information about the program, including the Save Lids to 
Save Lives mailing address, and/or to form an online team, visit  
www.yourlidmatters.com.

Ford Test Drive
The Ford Advantage Plan Test Drive is underway at Ford 
dealerships across the country. Now through December 31, Ford 
will donate $20 for every test drive of a new Ford, Lincoln or 
Mercury vehicle at dealerships across the country to Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure, up to $1 million. In addition, Ford dealers 
will have the option of matching these donations, up to $1,000 
per dealership. More than 1,000 Ford dealers have opted into 
the dealer match program to date representing an additional  
$1 million in program revenue! Please visit www.fordcares.com 
to and visit the Store page to print out a test drive certificate or 
for more information on the program.

GoodSearch.com
Start your online holiday shopping at www.goodsearch.com! 
Search for your favorite online store using GoodSearch’s search 
engine, and make sure to select Susan G. Komen for the Cure – 
Milwaukee Affiliate as your charity. Goodsearch makes a 
contribution when use their search site, and a percentage of 
virtually every purchase at more than 1,300 top stores (from 
Amazon to Staples) will go toward the organization of your 
choice as selected from the GoodSearch website.

Passionately Pink for the Cure®

This is a fundraising and awareness program. It’s a simple, 
but effective way for groups around the country to show their 
support for Susan G. Komen for the Cure.

In just three years, Passionately Pink has raised more than 
$11 million to fund breast cancer research, education, screening, 
and treatment programs, with more than $2.5 million going to 
participating Affiliates. We hope to raise $4.5 million in 2009 and 
have increased the Affiliates’ share to 75 percent of funds raised!

Anyone can participate in Passionately Pink for the Cure! 
Groups pick a day (or days), anytime throughout the year, to 
wear pink and make a donation to Komen for the Cure. Recruit 
companies, religious or social groups, schools, clubs, friends and 
family to go Passionately Pink for the Cure and have them register 
at www.passionatelypink.org/. Registered groups receive a 
participation kit that includes posters to promote their day, breast 
health information and Passionately Pink for the Cure pins for 
participants to wear to show their support for the cure.


